
Exhibition Prospectus

This exhibit combines 10 biographical panels with 10 
facsimiles of materials from the Mary Church Terrell Papers 
and other collections held by the Oberlin College Archives. 
The Raymond Langston family, descendants of Terrell, 
donated the papers to the College Archives. 

Mary Church Terrell's 
work at the intersection of 
race and gender in 
America is inspirational. 
Her lifelong struggles for
equity and inclusion are equity and inclusion are 
highly relevant and have 
applicability for a modern 
social justice framework. 
Mary Church Mary Church Terrell: An 
Original Oberlin Activist 
explores her life and work 
through four lenses of 
achievement: 
Learning, Labor, 
Leadership, and Legacy.

About the exhibition

Mary Church Terrell

A Traveling Educational Exhibition



Photo of a Protest, Washington, D.C., 1950
Mary Church Terrell (fourth from left) and members of the 

Coordinating Commiee for the Enforcement of Anti-Discrimination 
Laws in Washington, D.C. 

Photo of a Protest, 
Washington, D.C., 1952
Mary Church Terrell 
picketing a Kresge store 
in Washington, D.C.
Photo credit: The Afro-American

A business card 
belonging to Russell 
Thomas Edwards, a
forester from Washington, D.C., who knew of 
Terrell’s efforts to break down the barriers 
around social injustice and discrimination. 
EdEdwards seemed to make this knowledge clear 
to the recipient of the card in the simple wrien 
statement, “You Can’t Keep Her Out.” 

Five months before her death, Mrs. Terrell 
shares the spotlight with Thurgood 
Marshall. Both were accepting awards 
from the Seagram-Vanguard Society, 
New York City, 1954.



Mary Church Terrell, born Mary 
Eliza Church, was a writer, 
educator, lecturer, and activist.

Terrell was born in Memphis, 
TTennessee to Robert Reed Church 
and Mary Louisa Ayers Church, 
both of whom had been slaves. It is 
not clear when her parents had
aained their freedom, but both 
were named in the 1870 Decennial 
Census, ages 25 and 24 
respectirespectively, and recorded by the 
enumerator as mulao. Her 
mother, Louisa Ayres Church, 
owned a successful, multicultural 
hair salon, while her father, Robert 
Reed Church, was the first black 
millionaire in the South due to his 
business and real estate holdings.business and real estate holdings.

About Mary Church Terrell 
(September 23, 1863 - July 24, 1954)

“A white woman has only one handicap to 
overcome - that of sex.  I have two - both sex 
and race.  I belong to the only group in this 
country which has two such huge obstacles
to surmount.” – Mary Church Terrell
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